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At the heart of Advent is an acknowledgment of difficulty, darkness, wilderness waste,
and exile of all kinds along with the word that the God who came to us in Jesus continues to come to us in Jesus as Word and Spirt to reconcile and make new. God is always
about to do something. God is always about to do something – in the wilderness, a voice,
in the wilderness ministering angels, in the dry land rivers springing up, in exile a highway leading home, in pitch darkness light so bright the darkness cannot overcome it.
God is always about to do a new thing.
I am thinking of that beautiful song, “Canticle of Turning.”
My soul cries out with a joyful shout
That the God of my heart is great
And my spirit sings of the Wondrous things
That you bring to the ones who wait
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight
And my weakness you did not spurn
So from east to west shall my name be blest
Could the world be about to turn?
My heart shall sing of the day you bring
Let the fires of your justice burn
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near
And the world is about to turn!
That’s a song of Advent. The world is not what we would like it to be, where we would
like it to be. We know wilderness. We know exile. We know darkness. And we hear the
voice in the wilderness, find the highway, see the light. We know God is always about to
do a new thing. Our hearts shall sing of the day you bring, let the fires of your justice
burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.
This Advent, as deep as the wilderness, as pitch dark as the darkness, as exilic as it may
be, know that God is always about to do a new thing. Know that God is always about to
do a new thing in you and through you, even now. From Bishop Bard’s Advent Video

Mission Emphasis:

December

YOUTH HAVEN RANCH

Youth Haven has been forced to change everything about their program
for children due to Covid 19. They are putting together care packages for kids,
to offer hope and encouragement to kids who might be feeling confused, lonely and uncertain about what’s happening in their world. These care packs include food, hygiene items, games, activity sheets, and small toys. According
to their latest newsletter they had already delivered hundreds of bags to
homes. A parent wrote; “Your staff just brought camp to Carter. I wanted to
say thank you for this HUGH act of kindness!!!! I have never had anyone
reach out in such a way and I wanted to tell you that this has made a very big
impact not only for Carter but for the entire family as a whole. What a wonderful blessing in such a difficult time. Thank you so much for being the light of
Jesus.” A grateful parent.
Youth Haven created a haven for kids online. It’s full of fun activities,
videos, stories, answers to question kid might have, challenges for them to
participate in and more. Kids love it, and parents can trust its content is safe
and wholesome. It allows Youth Haven staff to share the hope of Jesus with
these kids living in this difficult time.
This is how we can help: thirty five dollars will provide a care package
for a child and cover the cost to ship it.
Youth Haven is continuing to work on improvements on their campus.
They have nearly completed the construction of their new swimming pool.
They are nearing completion of bathroom additions to several of their dorms.
Children and staff will no longer have to walk outside to access restroom facilities which is especially important during bad weather. You can be assured
that your mission giving this month will support this vital ministry to children at
Youth Haven in Rives Junction, Michigan.
There are a lot of grateful kids and parents for the effort Youth Haven
staff has made through their variety of programs, to continue to express the
love of Jesus. Please give what you can, and a little more, and you will be reminded of what it feels like to be a missionary for Jesus.
Thank you, Mission Commission: Ruth Bailey, Chris Kemper, Dave Minger,
Pastor Peggy and Judy Herriff
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Mission Emphasis:

January

BISHOP JUDITH CRAIG’S CHILDRENS VILLAGE
LIBERIA, AFRICA
The following information was taken from a video prepared for the
Michigan Annual Conference in June 2020.
The director of Bishop Judith Craig’ Children Village is Reverend
Robert N Sten Sr. In his words, there are many challenges due to the
coronavirus. The offering taken at the time of the Annual Conference will
be used for the children and pay the salaries of the staff at the village.
Their staff have not received a salary since May. Yet, these same people are bringing food to the village from what they have to help feed the
children. The Director said they have cut down on the rations they send
home with the children. He hopes the mothers will help distribute that
fairly in their home.
Director Reverend Robert Sten closes by saying “Your gifts and offerings matter so much to us. They help us provide food, clothes, sending sick children to the hospital, education, skills training and other basic
needs for the children at the village. Thank you for remembering us,
God bless you.
You can give on line at the Robbins United Methodist Church web
site, write a check to RUMC and put Jan. mission on the memo line, mail
the check to the church (6419 Bunker Rd. E.R. 48827), or drop money
or check in the offering basket at the church.

The Mission Commission thanks you. Judy, Ruth, Chris, Dave, and Pastor Peggy
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Spiritual and Mental Maintenance
You might have seen the cartoons: A modern man has climbed the mountain to ask the serene guru, “What is the secret of happiness?” The guru replies, “Do not think of a yellow fox for a
year.”
How do you avoid thinking of a yellow fox? Put it in a note on the refrigerator, “Don’t
think of a yellow fox.”? Whatever reminder you choose will blow up the plan not to think of the
yellow fox.
But suppose you had such an interesting, absorbing life that you completely forgot about
the mountaintop guru’s advice? You would have a good chance at happiness – or, to broaden the
picture to the Christian concept of a durable joy, a good chance at that.
This leads to a rule I have formulated about taking care of your mind: You can’t push out
something with nothing. If ther e ar e thoughts, or feelings, that you want out of your mind,
you can’t just concentrate on keeping them out. That effort just puts them back in – like that sneaky
yellow fox.
I experienced this powerfully in my own life a few years ago. I had been strongly urged to
go to Texas to resolve a situation with my brother, and I didn’t really know how I could help. I was
afraid of going and failing, angry at being pressured, and in that emotional stew I became confused. It felt like three evil spirits had their claws in me. At a men’s group meeting, I asked to
make the meeting about me, and the other three in attendance laid hands on me (a New Testament
practice I somehow had not experienced), and each, in turn, prayed aloud for me. The prayers were
different and covered me well.
It felt like the prayer had called three angels to form a triangle around me to guard me. I
went to Texas, some things went well, but one night I found myself slipping into that whirlpool of
anger, fear, and confusion. I remembered the prayers for me, decided I did not have to be sucked
in, and broke free of all that. On my first Sunday back at church, the three who prayed for me were
the first three I saw. I said, “My posse,” but really, it had been God’s posse to guard my spirit.
Prayer – in this case, prayer for me by others – had pushed out what threatened to bring me down.
Thank You, Jesus.
Besides prayer, what can push out of your mind that which hurts you and brings you down?
That’s too large a topic for one article, but I can offer some ideas in three groups.
Seasonally, we have Advent coming up. And in this season, we can find our selves beset by worries, and I have some extensive experience in worrying. Once somebody told my aunt as
she and I started a trip, “Millie, don’t worry.” She replied, “Worry’s a sin.” That worried me.
(Something is a sin without being fun? That’s not a good deal.) I consulted with our pastor on this
article, and she suggested the principle, “. . . replace our worries with Christ with us.” That sounds
like prayer, or thinking about Jesus, or remembering the original Christmas story – Luke 2, with
angels and shepherds and everything.
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Sometimes when I am distressed or worried in bed, I will get up, get something to drink (Nonalcoholic – what did you think?), go to the living room, and have a drink with Jesus. I can’t see or hear
Him, but gradually He settles me down and lifts me up, so I can sleep well and wake up well.
Christmas sadness is likely to be all too easy this year, as we refrain from having the kind of
celebrations that have meant “family” to us in other years. Christmastime worship experiences are not
what we have come to expect. I think Michigan’s Bishop David A. Bard, at the end of a recent letter,
spoke to this well:
“Remember, worship is never about the building, no matter how moved we are by a beautifully
adorned sanctuary. Worship is about connecting with God and with each other, and while virtual connections are different, they remain important ways of connecting nevertheless. Remember, the Christmas story is about a God who arrives in surprising places and in surprising ways. When there is no
room in the inn, a manger will have to do. When being together inside is not safe, good news of great
joy still arrives.”
The new year pr ovides its own challenges. The outdoors, while not closed to us, is less inviting for some purposes (Picnics. Make your list.), more demanding for some purposes (Snow removal. Life will add to your list.), and less inspiring. I am easily refreshed by green trees, blue skies, and
bright sunshine, all less available for a while. Gloomy thoughts might crowd into our minds. More on
that later. But for another challenge:
Self-improvement comes to mind, as we consider new-year resolutions. I propose an alternative to resolutions – because once you’ve broken it, “Whew! That’s over!” Instead, have a goal or three
for self improvement. If you have a bad day, do better tomorrow, and again the day after that. Still value yourself, and not just for how well you perform. Y ou have value. As I read in Marriage Encounter,
“God doesn’t make junk.”
Worry might just come in str ong, after the major holidays, and I have one mor e thing to say
about that. Well, actually, it’s a complaint. Have you had this experience? You propose doing something, and somebody says, “Don’t worry about that.” Excuse me? I was not advocating worry; I was
proposing doing something. Doing something is not worrying; doing something is the alternative to
worrying. So, if I propose doing something instead of worrying – Wait for it. – don’t worry about it.
Beyond seasonal: At any time, not just the shor t, gr ay days of the season, we can find
thoughts crowding into our minds that make us worried, sad, self-doubting, angry, or discouraged –
thoughts that, unchecked, could drag us down and make us less than we are meant to be. It’s time to
line up our defenses to that – prayer, action, and better thoughts. (You can’t push out something with
nothing.)

Prayer can be for our selves or other s (Sometimes it’s good to get out of our selfabsorption.); it can be directly about what’s bothering us, or just prayers for strength and understanding.
Prayers of thanksgiving are recommended (Philippians 4:6.) as accompaniment to your prayer requests.
Even if you are alone, you don’t need to be lonely with whatever it is.
Doing something can be what you need, but it’s not a cure-all. I am not in favor of doing
something just to be doing something; that can make the situation worse. But if there is something I
know I should be doing, instead of worrying about it not being done, it’s time to overcome my laziness
and do it. If there is something I need to be doing for another, it’s time to get outside myself and do it.
And if prayer leads you to an uneasy feeling that it’s your move, maybe it is.
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Sometimes, what you need to push out bad thoughts are better thoughts, and Philippians 4:8
(Here presented from my Revised Standard Version Bible – thanks, Mom and Dad.) outlines them:
“ Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.”
I have enjoyed the structural and useful truth of mathematics, the graciousness of kind humor,
the bright purity of an all-blue sky, the loveliness of mother and baby, the homey justice of “I divide;
you pick,” and the honorable mutual respect among some athletes after close contests.
I have enjoyed, and been nourished by, the excellence of author C. S. Lewis as he explains the
Christian faith with reason and devotion, making clear why Jesus Christ is worthy of praise. Speaking
of praise, if I can get parts of the hymn, “How Great Thou Art,” running through your head, I would be
pleased. And look back at that verse I quoted, and find more things to put in your mind.

Dan Ellsworth
Christmas Eve Offering – Mobility Worldwide
Robbins Mission Commission is suggesting our Christmas Eve collection support Worldwide Mobility West Michigan, again this year. Currently we are plan-

ning to have a Christmas Eve Service December 24th at 6:00 p.m. If we do not have a service,
please consider making a donation by sending a check to Robbins with Mobility on the memo
line or check missions on your on-line account and special offering; Mobility Worldwide.
All of the staff and builders are volunteers so 100 per cent of your gift builds a cart,
$300.00 and pays for shipping. In the past we have supported the building of a cart. If we all
give what we can we will continue our tradition.
The Worldwide Mobility shop in Holland, Michigan is shut down because of the Coronavirus. Children needs these carts powered by their arms. The carts make it possible for children who are missing their legs due to disease or the
ravages of land mines, to attend school, visit friends,
do errands for their parents and play. These carts
are life changing for children who have been
trapped in unbelievable living conditions due to
their lack of mobility. In past years we have paid for
a cart and shipping. Can we do it again this year?
The Mission Commission is grateful for your
support for this special mission. Ruth, Chris, Dave,
Pastor Peggy and Judy.
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ROBBINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – OCTOBER 13, 2020
Present: Richard Bailey – SPR Chair; Judy Herriff – Missions & Service Facilitator; Carol Huntington –
Lay Member to Annual Conference; Pastor Peggy Katzmark – Nominations & Leadership
Development, Disciple Training Chair; Ted Kilvington – Church Council Chair; Kelly Lyon – Trustees
Chair; Beth Mosko – Worship Chair; Rose Tropp – Trustees Member; Alma Weber – Memorials Chair;
Jean Brown – Recording Secretary;
Devotions:
Pastor Peggy opened the meeting in prayer.
Pastor Peggy brought forth a correction to the September minutes: Robin’s time in the office should
read “ten hours per week,” not ten hours per pay period. She also clarified that the outside doors of
the church have been weather sealed. Alma Weber moved that the September minutes be approved
as amended and Beth Mosko seconded; the motion carried.
Worship:
Beth Mosko reported that she has now taken over giving the benediction at the end of the service so
that Peggy can leave in plenty of time to drive to Brookfield. She asked for any feedback and
everyone agreed it was working out well. Peggy thanked Beth for doing this. Erin Towsley will fill in
for Beth if she is not available. Pastor Peggy also mentioned that the Worship Committee will be live
streaming the Christmas Eve service as well as in person. A Thanksgiving live stream worship will be
done in preparation for doing it well on Christmas Eve. “Who Needs Christmas” by Andy Stanley will
be the church-wide focus. Laity Sunday is November 15th and we need volunteers to help with the
service. Beth will work on the list of volunteers needed for different aspects of the service.
Missions:
Judy Herriff reported that they received a very nice thank you from Ingham Rural Family Services for
Robbins’ donation. The Missions Team recommends the same monthly mission recipients for 2021 as
this year; the May recipient will read Heart & Hands OR Rural Family Service of Ingham County,
depending if Hearts & Hands needs our support at that time.
They also recommend the Christmas Eve offering support the Worldwide Mobility again this year.
Salvation Army has reached out to Robbins again this year for help with Bell Ringers in December;
Judy has indicated our support for December 11th and will be seeking volunteers.
The Mission accounts stand as follows:
Endowment Funds - $1,664.00 (amount remaining from the 2018 payment that goes to Missions)
Work Mission Fund - $3,580.98
Missions Fund - $1,647.00
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The decision was made to give the remaining Endowment Funds to a homeless shelter in the Lansing
area. Judy is investigating possibilities. Pastor Peggy indicated that on November 8th she will be
talking about being thankful for all that we do in Missions. She suggested that Judy let the
congregation know what Missions has done this year, which can be done at the same time as her
Missions Moment for CCAG.
Trustees:
Kelly Lyon reported that the tree that came down during the storm has been removed at the church,
plus a pine tree at the parsonage. She is soliciting stump removal bids for the parsonage trees.
Jimmerson Roofing will be replacing the roof at the parsonage at a cost of $6,360.00. This amount
will be taken from the Capital Improvement Fund. Rose Tropp will inform Pat Green to move forward
with the roof so that it gets done this year. Kelly also indicated that the driveway in front of the
garage doors on the south side needs work and the back steps on the patio are sinking and
deteriorating, plus there are bricks chipped out by the front door. Kelly will request a quote from MJ
DeShay on these concrete jobs; Peggy mentioned these projects could wait until Spring if need be.
Lay Member to Annual Conference:
Carol Huntington had no report.
Memorials:
Alma Weber reported that she is helping Keith Hayter with congregational care requests; let Alma
know of needs that require their attention. Also, Memorial Sunday will be on November 1st and we
will be remembering five individuals that day.
SPR:
Rich Bailey reported that SPR is working on the church conference materials and has completed the
evaluation for Pastor Peggy. They have a preliminary Profile of the Church completed, with the
exception of the Missions portion. SPR’s compensation recommendation for a $2,000.00 yearly
increase for Pastor Peggy has been sent to Finance Committee for approval. He noted that Robbins
would need to fund the increase since Brookfield does not have the resources for any additional
expenses, due in part because they are now contributing to the health care portion; Robbins will
need to assume their share of $576.00 which SPR is working on how to handle. The question was
raised as to how much Brookfield contributes; Rich indicated it is 25% of everything with the
exception of the parsonage, which is covered entirely by Robbins.
Church Council Chair:
Ted Kilvington reported that Finance Committee approved an increase to ½ (previously 1/3) of our
giving be paid to Ministry Shares from a portion of the surplus in the General Fund. He asked the
status of resuming Vision Framing and Pastor Peggy reported that a meeting is scheduled on October
20th from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. It will be determined at that time what remains to be done. Gerry Conti
has indicated it should be wrapped up by the first of December.
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Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Peggy had nothing else to report beyond what was mentioned previously, except that she is
looking into taking a sabbatical next summer. If approved, we will need to determine how to proceed
with services during her time off.
Ted Kilvington closed in prayer.
Action Items:
Beth Mosko – Solicit volunteers to take part in services on Laity Sunday, November 15th.
Judy Herriff – Complete Missions portion of Profile of the Church for conference.
Next meeting: Tuesday, November 10, 2020, at 6:30 PM, in the Fellowship Hall; Devotions: Pastor
Peggy

ROBBINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – NOVEMBER 10, 2020

Present: Richard Bailey – SPR Chair; Ruth Bailey – Missions Member; Judy Herriff –
Missions & Service Facilitator; Carol Huntington – Lay Member to Annual Conference; Pastor
Peggy Katzmark – Nominations & Leadership Development, Disciple Training Chair; Ted
Kilvington – Church Council Chair; Kelly Lyon – Trustees Chair; Beth Mosko, Worship Chair –
Rose Tropp,–Trustees Member; Alma Weber – Memorials Chair; Jean Brown – Recording
Secretary
Devotions:
Pastor Peggy offered devotions from Mark 3:13-15. Jesus called for those he wanted to
come to him, to be with him and to be sent out proclaiming the message. As spiritual leaders
it is mission critical that we ground ourselves in spiritual practices that will strengthen our
congregations during challenging times, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom
so that we may present everyone mature in Christ (Colossians 1:28-29). What would it mean
to focus our work on how to best help people in spiritual journeying, mission and witness?
Where is God challenging us to grow, to serve or move on? Where are we stuck? What gifts
has God given us? Questions to think about….
She then opened the meeting in prayer and lit a candle in remembrance of the Holy Spirit and
the light of Christ.
Worship:
Beth Mosko reported that the Worship Committee just met and has finalized the Advent and
Christmas season, plus the first two weeks in January. Laity Sunday is also set for this
Sunday, November 15th.
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Memorials:
Alma Weber reported that a camera and SD card were purchased for live streaming the
Christmas Eve service. Pastor Peggy thanked the Memorials Committee for this purchase.
Alma reported no needs for Congregational Care in the past month, but let her know if
anyone requires assistance.
Lay Member to Annual Conference:
Carol Huntington had no report. However, she is now the Hospitality Facilitator and, in this
new capacity, is in the process of sending cards to families not attending services during the
pandemic to let them know we are thinking of them. Pastor Peggy indicated there would be
no Christmas card box this year and the Council agreed. Anyone is still welcome to hand
deliver Christmas cards during Sunday services.
Trustees:
Rose Tropp reported for Kelly Lyon that the Trustees met on November 5th. Bob Noble has
put in new brushes on the main doors and removed the heat tape from the emergency doors.
Pat Green has signed the contract for Jimmerson Roofing to replace the roof at the
parsonage at a cost of $6,360.00. There was no time frame when it would be completed as
they are extremely busy right now. Pastor Peggy noticed that there have been hornets in the
Narthex and Fellowship Hall and Bob Noble is handling that situation. The thermostat in the
Fellowship Hall is now working but, if anyone finds that the heat is warmer than it should be,
please let Peggy know. The boiler maintenance has been completed and Bob Noble is
checking the generator. Kim Katzmark and Tom Brown have replaced the bulbs in the
outside signage to LED and it now lights up at night. Christmas decorating will be limited this
year to putting the big tree in the sanctuary, the small tree in the Fellowship Hall and the
wreath at the back of the sanctuary. Rose will contact Brett and Clark Campbell to put the
big tree up the end of November. We will need to have people volunteer for mowing next
summer since Kim Katzmark took care of it this year and will not be available.
SPR:
Rich Bailey distributed the Profile of the Church as completed to date, along with the 2021
Clergy Compensation report. The Profile is similar to last year’s with only a couple minor
revisions recommended: 1) Under the vision section change the last sentence to “We hope
to begin implementing this plan by year-end;” 2) In the Church Staff section, change Yu Han
to Zi Wang and the salary to $100 per week/$5,200 per year. SPR’s compensation
recommendation for a $2,000.00 yearly increase for Pastor Peggy has been approved. This
pushed Peggy into the next level for her portion of health care, lowering the overall increase.
Peggy has requested to decline an increase for next year and keep her salary at the same
level. Although SPR disagrees with her decision, they will honor her request; it will need to
be voted on by the congregation. SPR would like to compensate her another way to show
our respect and appreciation. They will discuss ideas at their next meeting and present to
Finance. Recommendations will be presented to Council at the January meeting.
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Missions:
Ruth Bailey distributed the 2021 Mission Monthly Giving report for Judy Herriff, indicating that
the mission projects for 2021 will remain the same as 2020 with the exception of adding
Ingham County Rural Family Service as an alternative in May.
Church Council Chair:
Ted Kilvington reported that the Vision Framing team is back to work and they will be meeting
again next week. He will contact the team to discuss information needed prior to then.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Peggy has the paperwork completed for Dan Ellsworth to continue as Lay Servant,
which now needs to be signed by the Church Council Chair and included in the Charge
Conference materials. She also indicated that the Conference has recommended that we be
thinking of a plan in the unlikely event she should contract COVID-19 and needs to be
quarantined. The Conference does have some recorded sessions from the earlier shut-down
which could be utilized.
Discussion for our next meeting followed. It was decided to forego a December meeting
since the Charge Conference is being held on December 3rd. The January meeting would
then be our annual Planning Meeting and the 9th was recommended. Alma weber moved
that we hold the Planning Meeting on January 9th at 9:00 AM and Beth Mosko seconded; the
motion carried.

Judy Herriff closed in prayer.
Action Items:
Ted Kilvington – Contact Vision Framing team regarding meeting next week.
Ted Kilvington – Sign Lay Servant paperwork for conference.
Charge Conference: Thursday, December 3, 2020, at 7:00 PM, via ZOOM.
Next Council meeting: Saturday, January 9, 2021, at 9:00 AM, in the Fellowship Hall,
Devotions: Alma Weber
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DECEMBER

Robbins United Methodist Church
6419 Bunker Rd.
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
Contact information:
Church Office: 517-663-5226
Website: www.robbinsumc.org
Office Hours: Wed & Thurs 10-2
Email: robbins@robbinsumc.org
Sunday Morning Schedule
9:30 Worship
10:30 Discipleship Training for
adults and gradeschool. Highschool meets on-line Mon.7pm
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Connect with Others
Grow in Christ
Serve Where God Calls
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