
 

   

Robbins’ Herald 

2020 

B.A.D. Girls Wednesday’s at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
Connect with Ruth Bailey for topics and other details. 
 
Men’s Study  Thursday’s 6 p.m. onsite. Call Kevin at 525-6514. 
Study is on the book of Ephesians. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study/Prayers:  9:30 am, onsite.    
Call Pastor Peggy 663-8417. Study is based upon the book of 
Mark. 
 

Disciple Training   Sundays onsite after service.                 
Love God, Connect with others. Grow in Christ, Serve.       
All ages are welcome. 

Become an Usher call Linda Coe at 281-4564 

Light the Candles (must be 8 or older) call office at 663-5226 

Be a greeter Sunday mornings call office at 663-5226 

 

Saturday October 10, 10am   
Kayak color tour 

Tuesday October 13, 6:30pm 
Church Council. 

Tuesday October 20, 6:30pm   
Vision Framing Team  

Sunday November 1,           
All Saints Sunday and Communion  

Tuesday November 3, 9am     
Worship Team 

Tuesday November 3, 7am to 8pm       
Election Day  

Thursday November 5, 6:30 pm, 
Trustees Meeting. 

Tuesday November 24, 2 pm,  
Missions Meeting  

Thursday November 26,       
Happy Thanksgiving  
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Mission Emphasis:  October 

Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti  
Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti is our October Mission Project 

Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti was founded in 1967. They are recognized as Hai-
ti’s leading medical facility dedicated to the treatment of children and adults with TB. 
Each year, the hospital receives thousands of children who are struggling from TB, 
HIV and other chronic diseases. 

Following is a snapshot of how many lives were touched through your giving 
in 2019:  GCH 2019 Report:  Staff Accomplishments in 2019 

Number of patients seen: 125,000 
Laboratory tests conducted: 90,000 
Vaccinated children: 18.000 
Children weighted checking for malnutrition: 36,000 
Treated Tuberculosis: Every patient with a positive test 
Education sessions: 3,000 
Reached participants: 55,000 
Their Outpatient services include:  
           Pediatric and Adult TB Treatment 

HIV/AIDS Counseling and Treatment Services 
General Pediatric Clinic 
State-of-the-Art Eye Clinic 
Reproductive Health Services 
Nutrition Clinic 

This account of Gregory’s experience with GCH is a picture of what your support 
can mean to a Haitian child. “When Gregory Adrien came to Grace Children ’s 
Hospital in 1998, severely malnourished and crippled by Tuberculosis, it ’s no 
wonder he quickly learned to regard the staff and other children at Grace as his 
family. After his mother died when he was young and his father and new step-
mother mistreated him, he took to begging and selling on the street to find food 
for himself.  He learned that if he slept on his belly, he wouldn ’t feel as hungry. 

He heard about Grace from a US Army doctor and walked the long road 
to the hospital on his own. When he arrived, he was welcomed with open arms!  
“I felt so sad to see the other kids playing on the ground by the window, ” he 
said. “The nurse told me to stay in bed until I started getting better. She said, 
‘Courage, little boy, be patient. Don ’t worry; one day you will be better.”  And 
soon he was. 
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Community Christian Action Group (CCAG)  
Community Christian Action Group (CCAG) is in its 47th year of providing 

food and gifts to families in the Eaton Rapids School District at Christmas time.  
Everything about the CCAG efforts to provide a Christmas dinner and gifts for 
the children has changed this year due to the state COVID 19 safety require-
ments, except our determination to carry on this tradition.  We are making 
plans to adapt our procedures to meet building use restrictions and keep our 
volunteers safe.    

One thing which will not change is our reliance for support from volun-
teers, churches, businesses, and individuals.  More about the changes will be 
forthcoming. If you have a question you may contact a Board member at this 
address: CCAGofER@gmail.com. 

Judy Herriff, President 

And today, he still is. And so is his family. Now age 31, Gregory has two 
sons and lives in Miami, Florida where he is pursuing his music career as a hip -
hop artist. He said he’s still working on making his dream a reality, but it was 
Grace Children’s Hospital that gave him hope and propelled him to the next 
steps in his life”.   

Give what you can in October to support Grace Children ’s Hospital in Hai-
ti.  You may send your donation to RUMC, add missions to your on-line account, 
or leave it in an envelope marked for missions in the offering basket at church.  
Eight dollars can save a child ’s life, and no offering is too small or too large.  

They are grateful and so is the Mission Commission for your support of 
missions: Chris, Dave, Judy, and Pastor Peggy.    

Mission Emphasis:  November 

mailto:CCAGofER@gmail.com
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Truth Is One 

 

 I left something out. 

 In my last newsletter article, “To My Descendants – and Others,” I tried to 
tell my sons, their families, and anyone else possibly interested, the things I most 
wanted to pass on before I, uh, passed on.  One part of that article, titled, “I’m go-
ing to leave out something!,” told what I hoped was a moving story pointing out that 
the article couldn’t tell everything, and that was acceptable.  I hope so, because I 
did.  In one of the longest newsletter articles I have written, I left out something – 
this: 

 I refuse to take part in the war. 

 For too many people, science and the Christian faith are at war.  For me, 
science is a part of my being faithful to my God, the Creator.  Looking at this from 
another angle:  

 I had some course work in logic in college and lived.  One thing from such 
studies, as quoted by Wikipedia (an online source) is this: “In logic, the law of non-
contradiction (LNC) . . . states that contradictory propositions cannot both be true 
in the same sense at the same time, e. g. the two propositions "A is B" and "A is 
not B" are mutually exclusive.”  In other words, a statement can’t be true and false 
in the same sense at the same time.  I have heard it said this way: 

 Truth is one. 

 In my teens, I was growing in appreciation of Christian faith and science.  
That continues. 

Science 

 In childhood, I noticed that arguments were often dominated by the loudest 
and proudest people, and I was not one of them.  I came to realize that arithmetic 
was something else – where being right was valued, and I could do it.  There was 
a right answer, not just a loudest one.  I loved that; I needed it. 

 In my freshman year in high school, math was joined by a “General Sci-
ence” course in which there were facts, not just loudest answers.  In my sopho-
more year biology class, we had some lessons on “scientific method,” which 
seemed to me not only effective, but actually virtuous.  To work in science, you had 
to submit to a discipline which called for testing (and the chance that your hypothe-
sis could be wrong), and the review of your experiment by others.  Results had to  
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be “reproducible” (something others could duplicate) to be accepted as science.  This 
seemed to allow for the right combination of confidence and humility.  The dominant 
personalities could not rule everything. 

 Later in high school, the sciences of chemistry and physics were not only more 
results of scientific method; they were also powerful as foundations of technology, in-
vention, and ever-more-advanced things that really worked.  This continued at Michi-
gan State, with satisfying studies of physics, and a little more information on scientific 
method.  It all looked like a great way of running my mind – honest, interesting, effec-
tive, aimed at truth.  Was there room for faith in this worldview? 

Christian Faith 

 My parents, and one aunt, were decisively Christian, very good people, with 
distinct, interesting personalities.  It was hard to believe they could all have a false 
faith; they seemed sensible and seemed supported in life by their relationship with Je-
sus.  I knew, though, that I had educational opportunities beyond theirs; as good as 
they were, maybe they didn’t have it right.  But through church contacts, I met a lot of 
good minds, and could not dismiss them all lightly. 

 Something else was at work in my life.  I had a reputation as a “good kid”, but 
sometimes, in secret, honest moments, I saw holes in that image.  Sometimes other 
people didn’t see through the image, but sometimes they did.  If there was a God (and 
I could not rule that out), I could not hide those things about me and my actions from 
God.  The church called it sin, and at a summer camp, I learned a definition of sin as 
whatever keeps you from God.  And in those honest moments, I knew that something 
was keeping me from God. This came to a head one Easter morning, as our pastor 
told us about Jesus dying for us, and by belief in Him we could be forgiven and ac-
cepted for eternity in Heaven.  Quietly, in that crowded church, I bowed my head and 
accepted Jesus as my Savior, my soul rescuer.   

 Questions remained, and doubts came, but there was just too much good in 
Jesus and followers to throw away.  And I knew I needed something.  My mind devel-
oped around the project of understanding how Christianity and science fit together, not 
which one should defeat the other.  I think having Jesus and science in my life made 
my mind stronger and livelier than if I had rejected one or the other. 

Rejecting the War 

 If something in my faith seems to contradict something from science, I now con-
sider that my understanding of my faith or science (maybe both) needs to be correct-
ed.  As God provided for my soul, so has God created and supported the faithfulness 
of nature.  One God is my support for the principle that truth is one; truth does not con-
tradict itself. 
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 Therefore, I do not accept “faith” as a reason for failing to take time-tested safe-
ty precautions.  Matthew 4:7 (NIV): “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”  I found 
this explanation: “You shall not make any needless trial of God’s goodness, mercy, 
power or providence, . . .”.  Thin ice might not hold you.  As one former pastor at Rob-
bins said, “Don’t walk on any water God didn’t tell you to walk on.”  Behavior hazard-
ous to oneself and others is a rejection of either science or common sense, or both.  
Don’t try to impress me with your faith by such behavior.  In what (or who) is your 
faith? 

 Nor do I accept “science” as a reason to reject Christian faith.  Especially in the 
last few years, seeing journalist Lee Strobel’s The Case for a Creator videos (Thanks, 
Kim Katzmark.), I have been focused in more detail than ever on the many things that 
had to be just right to allow for beings such as ourselves.  Our complexity, thus our 
ability to be self-aware and even be in relationship with God, depends on many factors 
of our physical universe.  See the “Creation” section in the previous newsletter’s article 
for details.  My college science courses gave me a rich understanding of God’s crafts-
manship of the physical universe. 

 Science does not stay static.  As new things are discovered, the scientific con-
sensus changes to keep up with latest discoveries and data.  This does not mean sci-
ence is a poor guide; it just means that, even with the most disciplined methods and 
efforts, we do not know everything.  For some fast-developing situations, by next 
week, we will know more.  Meanwhile, we can do our best with what we know. 

 As for faith, God is Who He is, but our imperfect understanding of Him can ma-
ture.  (That is why I have long appreciated adult Sunday School classes; God is not 
done with my intellect yet.) 

 So, as we work through a difficult year, let us be alert to best practices of mind 
and body.  Thus do we honor our Creator, Redeemer, and Guide. 

 

Dan Ellsworth 
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ROBBINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – AUGUST 11, 2020 

 

Present:   
Keith Hayter – Congregational Care Facilitator 
Judy Herriff – Missions & Service Facilitator 
Carol Huntington – Lay Member to Annual Conference 
Pastor Peggy Katzmark – Nominations & Leadership Development, Disciple Training Chair 
Ted Kilvington – Church Council Chair 
Beth Mosko – Worship Chair 
Jean Brown – Recording Secretary 
 

Devotions: 
Pastor Peggy offered devotions from The Upper Room, “An Ever-Present Help.”  In reading 
Psalm 46, we can be comforted through the many storms we have experienced.  We turn to 
God for strength in the midst of our weakness and fear.  When we turn to God…. we can find 
our faith deepened and realize we are not alone.  God, “our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1), is the one who causes fear to dissipate and gives us 
courage to forge ahead through every adversity we may face.   

Judy Herriff opened the meeting in prayer. 
 

Judy Herriff moved that the June minutes be approved and Beth Mosko seconded; the 
motion carried. 
Lay Member to Annual Conference: 
Carol Huntington reported that she attended the Annual Conference via ZOOM on July 26th 
and July 27th.  This year’s conference was titled “Sowing Seeds.”  When sowing seeds, we 
must become more conversational with our words; we need to be invitational as thinking as 
a gateway to heaven.  The opening session on July 26th was shortened but had lots of singing 
and praise and prayer.  She was appreciative of the way Bishop Bard conducted the 
meetings.  Carol outlined a few highlights of the meetings from July 27th.  

43% of United Methodists have never invited anyone to come to church. 
Relational aspects of our congregation are small groups, which play a big part, and can 

hopefully resume in-home gatherings soon. 
GLOCAL is the name given to the mission of our church, which is local and global 

combined 
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Information was given as to properties sold (and to be sold), parsonages, archives of the 
church, camp board. 

Two camps are being sold, with three remaining; the proceeds of the sale of the 
two will go to enhance the mission of the other 3.  There will be a new camp 
director with a master plan for each 

Four churches were closed 
Three churches were disaffiliated with the Methodist denomination 

Fifteen resolutions that had been on the agenda were withdrawn due to the virtual 
conference. 

The budget for 2021 is $12,620,000, which is a $1.7 million decrease. 
Any questions regarding properties and topics discussed can be directed to Carol. 
 

Missions: 
Judy Herriff reported that this month’s mission emphasis will go to Ingham Rural Family 
Services since Heart ‘n Hands is well supplied for the time being. 
Congregational Care: 
Keith Hayter reported that he has only supplied one meal during the month to Judy and 
Darrell Herriff after Judy’s shoulder surgery. 
 

Worship: 
Beth Mosko had no report but did remark that with Peggy’s help the team is now ahead 
again in their planning.  The Worship Committee will meet again on August 18th.  
 

Church Council Chair: 
Ted Kilvington reported that the church has received a form letter from the Boy Scouts of 
America regarding their bankruptcy filing.  This was informational only since Robbins hosts a 
group from Eaton Rapids which will continue; however, it is unsure when they will gather in 
person. 
 

Ted indicated a form has been received from the Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs.  Since Robbins is a non-profit corporation, an annual report needs to be completed 
and given to the Treasurer to submit with the fee. 

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed, and it was noted that the General Fund is now in the 
black with a balance of $7,887.51.  This is primarily due to expenses being way down for the 
summer.  Pastor Peggy asked about our commitment to pay a portion (based on a specific 
formula) of any surplus over $3,000 in the General Fund to Ministry Shares.  After a short 
discussion, it was decided to send a recommendation to the Finance Committee to look 
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 into paying a portion of the surplus to increase our contributions accordingly to Ministry 
Shares.  Ted volunteered to move forward with this request. 
 

Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Peggy passed out a worksheet highlighting her vision for worship for the remainder of 
the year with this synopsis: 

As we come from concepts of healing and beginning anew, it may mean we 
are in a Wilderness time of reassessing what new looks like.  This leads us to 
God’s How is our Why, a way of hearing and doing Kingdom work. We end 
with Giving Thanks for what God is doing through and among us. 

She indicated that we need to begin planning to move services back inside as the weather 
grows cooler.  There is still plenty of warm weather in September which would allow for 
services outside.  She indicated that the state now mandates that any person over five years 
of age be encouraged to wear a mask.  Discussion ensued as to when to restart Christian 
Education.  Normally, classes resume in September after Labor Day.  Tables could be set up in 
the Fellowship Hall to allow for social distancing and couples/families could sit together.  
Several thought Christian Education should coincide with moving services back inside.  As a 
result, September 13th is targeted to move both Worship and Christian Education inside.  
Pastor Peggy will organize a meeting with the Education Committee to discuss planning. 
 

Right Now Media is offering “Marriage Night Out” and Pastor Peggy would like to host a few 
couples at the parsonage on September 18th and 19th to view it since the set-up in the 
sanctuary system has a lag time.  Several voiced their reluctance of going in-home and Judy 
Herriff suggested trying to set it up in the Fellowship Hall.  Judy and Peggy will research this 
option later this week. 
 

Pastor Peggy announced that the Charge Conference will be held on December 3rd this year.  
The question was raised as to finishing the Vision Framing program that was cut short in the 
spring.  With one or two sessions remaining, maybe they could be completed via ZOOM.  
Peggy will check with Gerry Conti. 
 

Keith Hayter closed in prayer. 
Action Items: 
Ted Kilvington – Send recommendation to Finance Committee regarding contributing a portion of the General 
Fund surplus to Ministry Shares.—Pastor Peggy and Judy Herriff – Look into connections in the Fellowship Hall 
for streaming.  - Pastor Peggy – Schedule meeting with Education Committee.—Pastor Peggy – Contact Gerry 
Conti regarding remaining Vision Framing sessions.—Next meeting:  Tuesday, September 15, 2020, at 6:30 PM, 
in the Fellowship Hall.  This month’s meeting is delayed one week due to the Labor Day holiday. 
Devotions:  Beth Mosko 
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Church Council Minutes September 15, 2020 

Present: Ted Kilvington, Beth Mosko, Judy Herriff, Pastor Peggy, Carol Huntington, 
and Rich Bailey. 

Beth shared a devotional based upon: II Corinthians 5:14-21.  She shared reflections 
from the Upper Room and Our Daily Bread: Christ loves urges us on.   

Beth moved we accept the August minutes.  Rich seconded it.  Approved.  

Worship Committee Report: Beth reported that they are already working on 
worship for the Christmas Season.  They will have a discussion about the Christmas 
Eve Service. The committee felt the first indoor service Sunday went well.  The 
committee members set up the tables in the back for the children’s activities during 
worship rather that have them meet in a room for Children’s Worship.  The remainder 
of the Council members also felt the service went well. Not everyone is comfortable 
worshiping inside.  There was a discussion on live streaming the service so it can be 
viewed at home.  
 
Missions: Judy reported that the Mission Commission will meet this month.  It 
is time to re-evaluate our monthly mission emphasis to recommend for 2021. 

Education: Pastor Peggy held a meeting of those involved with education. The 
discussion helped clarify the plans for where the classes will be held.  Small groups 
are starting up. The adult Disciple Class started this Sunday.  Rose may start the 
children’s class in a few weeks.  The plan is for the children’s class to move to the 
Fellowship Hall and the adults will move to the choir room.  Judy had a question 
about the coordination of the adult study series for Advent with Pastor Peggy’s plans 
for a whole church study.   
 
SPR:  Rich reported that the SPR committee has begun to discuss the reports 
due for the Church Conference to be held December third (3

rd
).  They completed the 

Pastor’s evaluation and have discussed this with her.  She will set some personal 
goals and share these with the committee.  The Church Profile will be ready for the 
Church Council by October.  Ted invited Pastor Peggy to share how she is managing 
the extra expectations of her with the addition of the ministry at Brookfield Church.  
She said it is okay. 
 
Lay Member to Annual Conference:  Carol did not have anything to add to the 
report she made last month.  Members were encouraged to go to Facebook or the 
Conference website to read Bishop Bard’s report on the Annual Conference. 
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Church Council Chair: Ted reported on his responsibility to take the question 
about use of money over expenses be applied to Ministry Shares.  Amy said there will 
not be a Finance Meeting in September.  He will get on their agenda for the October 
meeting. He asked about the share of support being paid by Brookfield.  They have 
consistently paid their portion of the Benefit Shares. Because the Conference 
postponed the payment of these for several months due to the Coronavirus, they 
have given more than required.  This will have to be worked out with the Finance 
Committee.  
Ted asked about the re-start of the Church Unique work. Gerry is willing to re-
engage.  She requests that the Robbins group meet ahead of her coming to review 
the progress we have made to date and re-focus our thoughts on how to move 
Robbins forward.  The group will meet the end of September and re-connect with 
Gerry in October. 
Ted encouraged those present to remember to support giving to the Ministry Shares.  
It is important that Robbins pay our share of the support for the administration and 
outreach of the Conference. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Peggy said she needs help with social media and 
outreach.  She takes care of the Facebook and the webpage.  If we are to continue 
with on-line messages, we may need to update our camera equipment.  A camera 
that can move to get various angles might cost about $300-$400.  The Memorial 
Committee could be approached about his need. We are looking for a volunteer to 
investigate both of these issues and bring the report back to Council.   
 

Robin is back in the office to develop the bulletin and create the Sunday morning 
power point.  She is okay with this change in her duties and time at the office.  Her 
time may amount to 10 hours per week.  
 

Pastor’s calls and visitations.  She recently visited Nancy and Ken Porter and Margie 
Eckhart.  She checks on Alice Turner by phone as well as through Rich and Ruth.  
She talked by phone to Keith Hayter who is in the hospital and unable to have 
visitors.  There is some improvement in his lungs.  He had a heart attack the day he 
was hospitalized.  He has been there eight days and will have rehab after he is clear 
of the Covid 19 before he can have the much-needed heart surgery.  Alma will cover 
the Congregational Care during this time.  Diana will still do the Newsletter for Oct/
Nov. 
 

Pastor gave a brief report on the activity of the Trustees.  Cooper and Kelly Lyon 
power washed the front porch and deck at the Parsonage.  Some trees have been cut 
down in the Parsonage and Church yards. They have weather sealed the outside 
doors of the church. Bids are being taken for a new roof at the Parsonage.  She had 
high compliments for the leadership of the Trustee Chair, Kelly Lyon. 
 

Next meeting is October 13
th
, 6:30.  Pastor Peggy will offer the devotion.  
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Margie Eckhart

 09/0
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Ted Kilvington

 09/1
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Erin Towsley

 09/1

3 

Michael Henderson

 09/1

3 

     Love God,  
         Connect with Others            
   Grow in Christ  
               Serve Where God Calls 

Robbins United Methodist Church 

6419 Bunker Rd. 

Eaton Rapids, MI  48827 

 

Contact information:   

Church Office: 517-663-5226 

Website:  www.robbinsumc.org 

Office Hours: Tues – Fri, 9-2 

Email: robbins@robbinsumc.org 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Fellowship Time 

11:00 Discipleship Training, 

all ages 

OCTOBER 

nOVEMBER 

Jason Lyon  10/03  

Dan Ellsworth 10/07  

Holly Hasbrook 10/10  

Ken Porter  10/12  

Jarett Lyon  10/19  

Bob Booher  10/21  

Mindy McGhan 10/21  

Keith Hayter 10/29  

Matthew Hagaman 10/30  

Andrew Ellsworth  10/31  

Melinda Fuller 11/01  

Matthew Towsley 11/04  

MacKenzie Attard 11/05  

Lois Martin  11/06  

Elizabeth Reeves 11/21  

Jeff Lyon  11/22  

Sandra Dillon 11/25  

Ashton Williams 11/25  

Richard Bailey 11/26  

Brian Sommer 11/26  

Robert Henderson 11/26  
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