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Sitting alone in front of my laptop is quite different than being at the Grand Traverse Resort with1500 
United Methodists from all around the State.  The technical challenges were met by the Conference staff and 
Bishop Bard held us together while apart. 

Carol Huntington and I attended the Sunday Opening Worship and Memorial Service and the Mon-
day Lay Working Session.  I assume Pastor Peggy attended the Sunday Service and the Tuesday Clergy Ses-
sion.  

Bishop Bard delivered a message of encouragement and instruction on Sunday.  The four points 
were: keep sowing, keep dancing, keep your hand on the plow, and hold on. You can read the text of the ser-
mon on the Michigan Conference of the UMC.org website.   

In the Tuesday Session the voting was on eight resolutions, all of them about committee membership 
and financial decisions affecting clergy.  Bishop Bard approached those persons who had submitted fifteen 
additional resolutions which would have created a lot of debate.  They graciously agreed to withdraw their 
resolutions in consideration of the unusual circumstances of this year’s Conference.   

If you would like more information about the Lay Session, Carol and I would be happy to share our 
program book.  For information on the Clergy Session, contact Pastor Peggy.  
Your Michigan Conference of the UMC is in good hands –  God’s and Bishop Bard and his staff. 

COME JOIN US FOR DRIVE-IN CHURCH SUNDAYS AT 9:30 
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Mission Emphasis:  August 

Mission giving in August is designated to support Robbins 
Work Missions. At this time many of  the work mission 
sights have been closed due to the Coronavirus.  We do 
not have plans to organize a work mission.  The Mission 
Commission will meet and choose a mission project to re-
ceive your donations.  We will keep you informed of  our 
decision.  
 
Thank you, Judy, Dave Chris and Pastor Peggy    

Mission Emphasis:  September 

Heifer, USA  
Mission giving in September is designated to support Heifer, Inter-
national.  In the past I have shared with you the history and pro-
grams of  Heifer International.   This time I am sharing the infor-
mation about Heifer USA. The following is copied from Heifer Inter-
national web site.  
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Heifer USA supports small-scale farmers to deliver fresh, nutri-
tious food to reliable markets by providing them with training, edu-
cation, and resources needed to sell their products for a fair price. 
Since 2014, Heifer USA has supported more than 2,500 U.S. farm-
ing families to build small-scale, sustainable produce and livestock 
businesses. Its model is made up of  three separate entities– Heifer 
Ranch, Cypress Valley Meat Company, and Grass Roots Farmers’ 

Cooperative. From providing training 
and education on regenerative agricul-
ture methods to the use of  small-scale, 
safe, sustainable, and humane meat 
processing methods, these groups sup-
port farmers’ needs from farm to table. 
Heifer USA represents an ideal value-
chain, where farmers are supported 
and earn a fair wage, the land is im-

proved, and consumers have access to high quality food to feed 
their families. This work is critical to helping small-scale American 

farmers lift themselves out of poverty.  This work is critical to help-
ing small-scale American farmers lift themselves out of  poverty. 

 
Heifer USA provides:  

 
 Trainings on sustainable and regenerative agriculture for live-

stock and produce farmers. 
 
 Opportunities to talk with other farmers in the community. 
 
 Access to professionals who can help strengthen agricultural 

and business practices. 
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 Tips on how to improve production to make small-scale family 
farms more profitable 

 Access to agriculture equipment through an equipment loan 
program 

 Grass Roots is a small-batch meat company delivering monthly 
shipments of  responsibly raised meat to your door. They farm 
small and dream big, and they are passionate about making 
sure you know where your food comes from.   

 As countless Americans are facing sudden job losses, we have 
donated thousands of  pounds of  nutritious food to local food-
banks and are proud to be offering employment to food service 
workers who have lost their jobs. Heifer USA is also working to 
quickly integrate more small farms into our value-chain system. 

 Heifer International is very active in the USA.  Thank you for giv-
ing to support their efforts.  If  you want to view a video of  their 
USA programs type in Heifer International USA. 

 
The Mission Commission thanks you and God will bless you for 
caring about others through your giving.  Judy, Dave Chris and 
Pastor Peggy   
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For My Descendants – and Others 

 

 

Introductions 

 1.  To Whom.  I had an idea of writing a “To My Sons” note, but the 
youngest of my three sons is almost 44, and all sons have wives and children I 
care about.  Besides, I like to write to my church friends, too – and others are 
welcome to have a look.  I hope it can be a resource for you after I die – and I 
have no specific plans or indications for that. 

 2.  Researched.  I have lived a lot, and thought a lot, and I hope what I 
have lived and thought can help you get somewhere positive more easily, and 
maybe spare you from learning some things the hard way.  You will learn 
some things the hard way; I just hope I can help some. 

 3.  Do Your Own?  If you like this essay or the idea behind it, you 
might want to do your own.  The structure, style, length, and content should 
be true to you. 

 4.  I’m going to leave out something!  Once, as I was preparing a ser-
mon (as a Lay Speaker), I saw that I had too much material.  I tried to organize 
it, to help me trim the overload.  That just generated more material.  I was 
getting really distressed.  A quick silent prayer led to the answer, “Come out-
doors.”  (No sound, but words.)  I did, on that warm, sunny, windy day, and 
stood within the low branches of a maple tree, which moved around me like 
a hug.  I prayed (complained despairingly), “I’m going to leave out some-
thing!”  The reply came, without sound but with words, firm and gentle, com-
forting and reassuring: “Yes.  You are.”  Yes, I am; and that’s OK. 

 So, here, too, I will leave out something.  Whatever your project, you 
might, too.  By the grace of God, I don’t think it will be a problem.  We do 
what we can. 
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The Main Things 

 Accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  I know that it’s often pre-
sented as “Lord and Savior,” which is alphabetical, but I didn’t live it that way.  
My early-teen acceptance of Jesus was as Savior – soul rescuer – so I could go to 
Heaven.  Having got that settled, I increasingly wanted to follow Jesus, accepting 
Him as my Lord – leader, boss, guide – in gratitude, and in recognition of this: 

 I believe Jesus knows me better than I know myself and loves me more 
than I love myself.  Therefore, if I can be guided by Jesus, it will be the most satis-
factory life now, and eternally, possible. 

 I Peter 3:15.  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, . . . .  I’m saying here that it 
is possible to defend the Christian hope.  And you can believe it yourself!  Some 
things that have supported my faith: 

 Creation.  What if the gravitational constant were not as it is?  Too low, 
and suns and planets could not form, nor hold gases and life forms.  Too high, 
and complex life forms would be crushed by their own weight.  What if there 
were no positive or negative charges, then how would we have atoms and mole-
cules?  What if matter itself were formless, not being shaped into protons, neu-
trons, electrons, and atoms?  What if atoms could not combine into molecules 
for complexity needed for life.  In particular, what could we do without the ele-
ment carbon, which can link to itself to allow extremely complex molecules, nec-
essary for such self-aware creatures as ourselves, who can make moral choices 
and relate to our Creator? 

 Ideas like this, and more, are presented by Lee Strobel, once an atheistic 
journalist, who tried to find evidence to break down the faith and ended up be-
coming a Christian.  In general, I take great interest in people who didn’t want to 
believe the faith, and in their stories of what happened to them. 
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 Resurrection.  Imagine those frightened disciples, shortly after Jesus’ 
crucifixion, saying, “Let’s steal the body and hide it, and make up a story that Je-
sus rose from the dead.  Then let’s stick with that story even if we are threat-
ened with death.”  People, I’m not seeing it.  I think the only way they could 
have had the death-defying courage to explode on their world to tell people, “He 
is risen,” is if Jesus convinced them that it was really him, not a ghost, truly risen.   

 People I know.  Some of the finest human beings in my experience have 
been loving Christians, and I think the power of God is in their goodness. 

 Life After Life.  A book with the preceding title, by a doctor, has gathered 
many Near-Death Experiences, indicating consciousness after life processes 
seem to have stopped.  The doctor wrote that these experiences did not prove 
that life goes on, but it looked to me like they do, or come close.  You might find 
this a worthwhile area of study. 

 My life.  This is a very subjective area, and I can’t prove what my life 
might have been, but my impression is that my family life, intellectual life, and 
social life are better because of the influence of Jesus Christ.  My Christian par-
ents, wife, friends, and favorite authors have enriched my existence. 

      Other Major Things 

 Be yourself.  One version is: Be yourself; everybody else is taken.  But ei-
ther way, it can be very useful advice not to try to be a copy of somebody else, 
but it is possible to improve that classic advice: Be your best self.  It’s fine to be 
better than you usually are, if you are better in the direction of your highest be-
liefs and ideals.  You are not obligated to live down to your usual level, if you can 
be inspired and live better.  Maybe this accounts for some of my early times with 
Judy; I wasn’t trying to be false; I was just trying to be my best self.  This way, 
your life can have integrity and improvement. 
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 Get married?  I don’t intend to talk you into or out of marriage.  My expe-
rience has been that, as a Christian, when I decided to date only Christians firm 
in the faith, I got that opportunity, and that has made a great, positive differ-
ence.  Yes, we’ve had bad times (and some Christian marriages we knew did not 
last), but looking back over years, I am very thankful.  Judy, thank you.  Lord Je-
sus, thank You. 

 Be thankful.  I consider gratitude one of the easiest and most enjoyable 
virtues, and it helps motivate other virtues.  I have much to be thankful for; may-
be you’ll discover that you do, too. 

 Enjoy nature.  We won’t all hike the Appalachian Trail, but even driving 
somewhere, I can enjoy such things as luxuriant green of trees, corn, and grass, 
and blue sky with decorative white clouds.  Years ago, on the farm, I drove the 
tractor for hundreds of hours, knowing that my “office” was the most scenic I 
was likely to see in my life.  Sitting in my lazy chair, I look through a picture win-
dow at lawn, trees, and sometimes birds.  I have looked down from heights at 
hawks.  Years ago, I would enjoy a Lake Michigan wave crashing into my chest.  
Wild blueberries are delicious.  Your celebrations of nature will be your own.  It 
all feeds into the “be thankful” rule. 

 Seek truth and fairness.  Be as clear as you can with your words, and as 
fair as you can in your judgments.  There are resources to help you find truth; 
you need not take your beliefs from a loud group.  Keep learning.  Don’t judge by 
group identity; each group has its heroes and toxic people.  Don’t ignore your 
own emotions, or they will rule you without your knowledge or consent. 

 Encourage.  In recent years, maybe related to being a thankful person, I 
have found increasing opportunities to say an encouraging word to somebody.  
Never a stretch, always true, but now I actually say it.  It hasn’t been difficult.  I 
never know who will need it. 
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 Fear in moderation.  Sometimes when I try to do something cautious, I 
am exhorted not to give in to fear.  OK, how about making reasonable accomo-
dation for danger?  I have seen the words “NO FEAR” on a car, and I do not want 
to be on the road with a fearless driver.  Sometimes, I know, you have to “feel 
the fear and do it anyway,” but to scoff at survival equipment like fear is not 
smart. 

 Visualize.  In my very amateur times in sports, sometimes I could im-
prove my performance on some action, such as a softball pitch, by seeing myself 
do it, in my mind.  I think I saw a freshman girls’ long-jump record set by a mo-
ment of concentration, maybe visualization, before the girl exploded down the 
runway and cleared 15 feet, 5 inches.  Sometimes I can even get a routine, sim-
ple duty started by imagining myself doing it in a good spirit.  I think I could do 
more along this line.  See it, then do it. 

 I’m going to leave something out!  I have a lot to say about humor, for 
one thing, and in softball, batting it to right field.  But I believe I need to get out 
of this article and into my life.  Be blessed. 

Dan Ellsworth 

 

A big 
thanks to 
Darrell 
Herriff 
and Kim 
Katzmark 
for mak-
ing our 
church 
gardens 
look so 
good. 
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ROBBINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – JUNE 9, 2020 

 
Present via WebEx:  Richard Bailey – SPR Chair; Amy Henderson – Finance Committee Chair; Judy 
Herriff – Missions & Service Facilitator; Carol Huntington – Lay Member to Annual Conference; Pastor 
Peggy Katzmark – Nominations & Leadership Development, Disciple Training Chair; Charlotte 
Kilvington – Administrator of CYVAC&PP Training; Ted Kilvington – Church Council Chair; Beth Mosko 
– Worship Chair; Rose Tropp – Children’s Ministries Facilitator; Alma Weber – Memorials Chair; Jean 
Brown – Recording Secretary 
 

Devotions: 
Judy Herriff offered devotions from 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18.  “Live in peace with each other….be 
patient with everyone.  Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  Be grateful for all things.  Gratitude is a life-changing attitude.  God 
wants us to be grateful in all things.  Having a grateful heart opens us up to God’s blessing in our lives.  
She then opened the meeting in prayer. 
 

Rich Bailey moved that the May minutes be approved, and Judy Herriff seconded; the motion carried. 
 

Worship: 
Beth Mosko had no report but did remark that the drive-in services are going well. 
 

Missions: 
Judy Herriff reported that Chaplain Cal from Forgotten Ministries will be speaking at the service on 
June 14

th
.  He has indicated that they are in need of paperback books and slightly used winter coats, 

and Judy requested that anyone having items available bring them on Sunday.  Pastor Peggy will send 
an email to the congregation regarding same. 
 

Lay Member to Annual Conference: 
Carol Huntington reported that she has registered for the Annual Conference being held virtually July 
26

th
 through July 29

th
, and the cost was $45.00. 

 

Staff Parish Relations: 
Richard Bailey had no report; however, Amy Henderson asked if payroll, insurance, pension, etc. for 
Pastor Peggy is going to be paid by Robbins and then reimbursed from Brookfield for their portion.  
Rich indicated that this is also his understanding but is still waiting for confirmation. 
 

Finance: 
Amy Henderson reported that the General Fund deficit is now in the black with a balance of $2,293.60.  
Receipts to the General Fund for last month totaled $9,564.00 and expenses are down.  Zi Wang is 
playing keyboard at the outdoor services and is back on the payroll.  Pastor Peggy commented how 
very glad she is for everyone’s support during this time. 
 

Memorials: 
Alma Weber had no report.  However, Pastor Peggy reported that Memorials approved the picnic table 
she stands on during the service which was made last year and donated by a gentleman on the corner 
of Bunker and Waverly.  It will need to be refinished when she is done using it outside (to be done by 
the same gentleman); that cost plus the stain will be paid from Memorials.  She also mentioned that 
Pat Green purchased AM transmitters rather than FM transmitters and has covered the cost himself.  
Thank you, Pat! 
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Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Peggy reported that we need to begin planning to move services back inside, especially if the 
weather is very hot and humid or it’s raining.  So far, the weather has cooperated nicely and several 
have commented they enjoy being outside. 
 

The sanctuary should be okay for the first service since no one has been inside the last three months.  
The hymnals also should be okay to remain in the pews since they are seldom used and it has been 
determined that contact items are considered non-invasive; if someone does use them, they would be 
fine for the next service after being unused for a week.  Other decisions made include: 

Every other pew will be closed off to allow for social distancing.  People/families will need to be aware to sit 
six feet apart in the pews.   

Each person over two years of age will be encouraged to wear a mask.   
There will be limited access to areas in the church and some rooms will be closed off.   
No water fountains will be in use.   
Hand sanitizers will be available upon entering the narthex and sanctuary; Judy Herriff has several bottles to 

donate.   
To eliminate everyone touching door handles, the ushers can open the outer doors as people arrive with the 

interior doors remaining open.  After the service, the ushers will dismiss the congregation by pews so 
not everyone leaves at once and to allow for social distancing.   

It was recommended to continue emailing the bulletin prior to the service but also have a few available in the 
church for those who are unable to print it or would not have it on their electronic devices. 

Carol Huntington will check on which cleaning solution/sanitizer to use after services for the pews, door 
handles and other surfaces.  Rose Tropp volunteered to clean the restrooms and has the necessary 
supplies already; only the restrooms by the narthex will be open.  It was decided to prepare the church 
on Thursday, June 18th, at 10:00 AM, for anyone interested in helping. 

There will be no Children’s Worship.  Rose Tropp will have materials available for the children to use 
during the service.  Each will have their own packet and will take it home after the service.  They can 
then bring it to use again at the next service.  

There will also be no coffee time or Christian Education.  We will look at when to restart Christian 
Education at our August meeting.  The hope is to begin in September. 

 

It is still undetermined when Robin will restart.  SPR is meeting on June 18th and will discuss then.  Everyone 
agreed that we need to be sensitive to Pastor Peggy’s schedule and those times she will be needed in Brookfield.  
Brookfield services start at 11:00 AM so there may be times when Peggy will have to leave prior to the last song 
and benediction at Robbins.  Beth Mosko will step in if needed to close out at Robbins.  It was also suggested 
that the Liturgist could do the benediction. 
 

There will be no meeting in July unless otherwise needed at the time; Ted Kilvington will reach out prior to July 
14th if anyone has any items to discuss that month. 
 

Rose Tropp closed in prayer. 
 

Action Items: 
 

Pastor Peggy – Email congregation regarding donations to Forgotten Ministries. 
Carol Huntington – Check on cleaning solutions/sanitizers to use for disinfecting surface areas in church. 
Rose Tropp – Prepare materials for children to use during worship service.   
 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, August 11, 2020, at 6:30 PM.   
Devotions:  Alma Weber 
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Margie Eckhart

 09/0

7 

Ted Kilvington

 09/1

2 

Erin Towsley

 09/1

3 

Michael Henderson

 09/1

3 

     Love God,  
         Connect with Others            
   Grow in Christ  
               Serve Where God Calls 

Robbins United Methodist Church 

6419 Bunker Rd. 

Eaton Rapids, MI  48827 

 

Contact information:   

Church Office: 517-663-5226 

Website:  www.robbinsumc.org 

Office Hours: Tues – Fri, 9-2 

Email: robbins@robbinsumc.org 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Fellowship Time 

11:00 Discipleship Training, 

all ages 

AUGUST 

Ariel Luna 08/06 

Nancy Sommer 08/07 

Carolin Spragg 08/08 

Robert Allen 08/17 

Rachel Spencer 08/18 

Joyce Robertson 08/24 

Diana Hayter 08/26 

Linda Coe 08/26 

Chris Kemper 08/31 

Darrell Herriff 08/31 

Kodi Kemper 08/31 

SEPTEMBER 

 

Margie Eckhart 09/07 

Ted Kilvington 09/12 

Erin Towsley 09/13 

Michael Henderson 09/13 

Jim Vogel 09/18 

Caitlynn Henderson 09/20 

Brandon McGhan 09/25 

Jason Franklin 09/28 

Rose Tropp    09/30 


